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PART OF THE SOUND EXCHANGE PROJECT WITH THE SHOWROOM, LONDON

A Little Light Music

JUNE 23 - JULY 17, 2006 GALLERY HOURS: FRIDAY TO MONDAY 1 TO 7 PM
OPENING RECEPTION: FRIDAY JUNE 23, 6-9 PM BEER BY CARLSBERG

Parker’s Box is delighted to present a solo show by Clare Gasson, proposed by The Showroom, London

Clare Gasson does not consider herself a “sound artist’ — not only because her work may include sculptural installations
and video, but because in her case sound is a vehicle rather than a medium as such. Its role is to allow descriptions,
contexts and atmospheres of a literary, theatrical and/or filmic nature to take root in the imagination of the spectator. And
“spectator” is certainly the correct term, confirming Gasson’s status as a “visual” artist, as her intention is unquestionably
that “spectators” should view the work — even if what they see may be inside their own heads.

The main installation work in the exhibition, which also gives the show its title, functions in the dark, via a series of
speakers. A Little Light Music is a theatrical, narrative piece, which draws the spectator from setting to setting in quick
succession. Clare Gasson’s source material often includes existing places in tandem with the strong inspiration she draws
from film and theater. In this case, particular influence came from the horror comedy, The Cat and the Canary, in different
versions, from John Willard’s original stage play (1921), to the silent movie (1927) and the film (1939). Gasson'’s stated
references to painting play a strong role here too, particularly works by artists who draw the spectator into ambiguous
spatial settings, like the menacing semi-fictional architecture of Piranesi, or Dorothea Tanning’'s painting A Little Night
Music.

Another work, Relay, includes a video element shown on a monitor, and a soundtrack on headphones. Despite
appearances the video here is not the main visual element of the piece, as once again, the sound and text are there to
conjure up images and narrative in the spectator’'s imagination. The video is an accompanying stimulus adding further
layers of information and atmosphere on a par with sound effects, stage directions, intonation, etc.

Clare Gasson is especially attracted by the versatility, fluidity and endless visual potential of text and language and it
permeates her practice as her foremost medium. A printed text version of an earlier work, The Pitch, discreetly awaits
spectators as they leave the gallery. The visual qualities of the printed words lying on the paper, invite the
reader/spectator, once outside the gallery, to enter another setting/situation/atmosphere with a little help from their own
imagination. With a receptive and willing audience, the real existence of these works of art takes place in the spectator’s
mind, indeed the spectator becomes not only an integral part of the realization of the works, but also a part of the works
themselves.

Clare Gasson graduated from Goldsmiths’ College, London in 2004, and her work has been seen and heard in recent
exhibitions or presentations at: Fieldgate Gallery, London; Galerie Lucy Mackintosh, Lausanne, Switzerland; Standpoint
Gallery, London; Pro-Arts, Oakland, CA; Stenersenmuseet, Oslo, Norway; Galerie de la Friche Belle de Mai, Marseille, France;
Domestico, Madrid; Prince Charles Cinema, London; The Other Cinema, London; The Gate Cinema, London...

For further information please contact Parker’s Box at 718 388 2882 or helianthe@parkersbox.com

With special thanks to Joel Cahen, sound designer

This project has been made possible through the generous support of
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